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  Shelby County Sheriffôs Office           

March 2010                                                                

         Mark H. Luttrell, Jr.  

                              Sheriff 

Dear Fellow Citizen, 

 

It gives me great pleasure to bring you a report of the work this past year by the almost 

two thousand men and women of the Shelby County Sheriffôs Office.  Our employees 

have dedicated themselves to bring the department to new levels of service and 

dedication. 

 

It is always good to end a year in positive ways.  In 2009, we noted an overall drop in 

crime of almost 7% in neighborhoods patrolled by Sheriffôs Deputies.  Federal judicial 

oversight of our jail ended in October after many years of intense scrutiny and many 

dollars spent.   

 

To help our community, our employees exceeded their United Way contributions by 

raising almost $88,000.  The Sheriffôs Office also raised enough money through our 

charity golf tournament to benefit students at Klondike Elementary School, assist two 

needy juvenile outreach programs and avoid any layoffs due to budget cuts.   

 

As we enter 2010, I want to thank you and our fellow citizens by assisting us to report 

crime and work in partnership with us through community associations and neighborhood 

watch groups.  It is this spirit of cooperation that helps make the Sheriffôs Office so 

unique and highly regarded by our citizens.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 
 

Sheriff of Shelby County, Tennessee 
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Shelby County Sheriffôs Office Mission Statement 

 
The Shelby County Sheriffôs Office is a full-service law 

enforcement agency and the pre-trial custodial keeper of those who 

are charged with crimes. 

 

It is the mission of the Shelby County Sheriffôs Office to protect 

the lives and property of the citizens of Shelby County, Tennessee, 

to preserve the peace, to maintain a safe and secure jail and to 

prevent crime and disorder while constantly guarding personal 

liberties as prescribed by law. 

 

This must be done with honor and integrity, while conducting 

ourselves by the highest fiscal and ethical standards to maintain 

public confidence. 
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    About The Shelby County Sheriffôs Office   
The Sheriff, as set forth by the Tennessee State Constitution, is the chief law 

enforcement officer of the county.   The Sheriffôs Office works in partnership with all law 

enforcement agencies throughout the 775 square miles of Shelby County. 

Although various cities within the county have their own police forces, Sheriffôs 
Deputies are a vital resource for each of these agencies.  Deputies serve arrest warrants, 

patrol the streets and share responsibilities with these police agencies through ñMetroò 

and ñTask Forceò units.   As an example, the Metro D.U.I. Unit is comprised of officers 

from the Sheriffôs Office and Germantown Police Department.  Other deputies serve on 

various federal task forces regarding narcotics, retail theft, theft from transportation 

companies and internet crimes. 

Other law enforcement duties fulfilled by the Sheriffôs Office include capturing 

fugitives, serving court documents and providing courtroom security in the General 

Sessions, Criminal, Chancery, Circuit and Probate courts. 

 

  Protecting those in our care and custody                                   

at the Shelby County Jail 

The Sheriffôs Office operates the Shelby County Jail.  There are two facilities, one for 

men downtown at 201 Poplar and the other for women in East Memphis at 6201 Haley 

Road.  Juveniles facing adult charges are also housed in separate areas at the Shelby 

County Jail. 

Close supervision is given to inmates to ensure their physical, mental, and spiritual needs 

are met while awaiting trial. The jail is a resource for all Shelby County municipalities. 

Staff training and operational standards are constantly monitored to ensure those in our 

care are provided safe living conditions and fair treatment.    
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  Significant Events at the Sheriffôs Office  

                           January-December 2009 
January  

 

¶ Deputies arrested ten people and issued 117 traffic violations during a traffic 

enforcement initiative on New Yearôs Day 

¶ Burglars smashed through the front window of an east Shelby County 

convenience store and stole an ATM machine 

¶ Deputies and Emergency Services volunteers searched the riverbank near 

the Interstate 40 Bridge for a man feared to have committed suicide.  His 

body was never recovered 

¶ Three cars were damaged after someone hurled rocks at them from a bridge 

along Highway 385 

¶ Snow and Ice weather caused more than ten crashes on Highway 385 and 

other Shelby County streets 

¶ Fourteen Reserve Deputies and thirty-four Corrections Deputies graduated 

from the Sheriffôs Office Training Academy 

¶ Three gang members were arrested by Narcotics Deputies after guns and 

drugs were found in their Binghampton home 

 

February  

 

¶ Sheriff Mark H. Luttrell, Jr. was presented the Ferris E. Lucas Award for 

Sheriff of the Year by the National Sheriffsô Association 

¶ Deputies assisted the F.B.I. with the arrest of 20 people suspected of being 

part of a drug cartel 

¶ Sheriffôs Office Bomb Technicians assisted the West Memphis, Arkansas 

Police Department when a medical doctor was critically hurt after a car 

bomb exploded  

¶ Metro D.U.I. Squad Officers issued 301 violations during traffic safety 

initiatives 

¶ Shelby County Corrections Deputy Sharon Milburn was recognized as 

ñCorrections Officer of the Yearò by the American Jail Association 

¶ ALERT Squad Deputies arrested four people after raiding five stores that 

sold counterfeit merchandise 

¶ Sheriffôs Narcotics Officers arrested a man after they raided a convenience 

store that was used as a front for a marijuana growing operation 
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   Significant Events at the Sheriffôs Office  

                           January-December 2009 
March  

 

¶ Deputies discovered guns and stolen property stored at a Northaven daycare 

center 

¶ Metro D.U.I. Squad Officers arrested twelve clerks who sold beer to minors 

at area convenience stores 

¶ A man committed suicide after he murdered a former glamour model who 

lived in Bartlett  

¶ Deputies arrested two men for running a gambling operation at a Shelby 

Forest convenience store 

¶ Metro D.U.I. Squad officers issued 248 traffic violations during two safety 

initiatives 

¶ Sheriffôs Narcotics Deputies arrested a man who ran a pot farm from his 
midtown home    

 

 

 

April  

 

¶ Metro D.U.I. Officers arrested ten clerks for selling alcohol to minors at area 

convenience stores 

¶ Sheriff Luttrell and Deputies from several Sheriffôs Office bureaus took part 
in the annual ñFallen Heroes Memorial Serviceò at Memorial Park Cemetery 

¶ Thirty volunteers began their service as technicians in the Sheriffôs Office 

Emergency Services Bureau 

¶ Metro D.U.I. Squad Deputies issued more than 159 traffic violations during 

an enforcement initiative 

¶ Deputies arrest a man for selling more than $60,000 worth of counterfeit 

merchandise 

¶ A man barricaded himself for several hours inside his apartment as Deputies 

attempted to serve a domestic violence warrant.  The suspect later             

surrendered to SWAT and Sheriffôs Office Hostage Negotiators  
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   Significant Events at the Sheriffôs Office  

                           January-December 2009 
May  

¶ Sheriff Luttrell and other members of the department remembered the 13 

Officers from the Sheriffôs Office who died in the line of duty at the annual 

ñFallen Heroes Memorial Serviceò at Memorial Park Funeral Home and 

Cemetery 

¶ The Memphis and Shelby County Optimist Clubs honored Sergeant Travis 

Taylor as ñDeputy of the Yearò 

¶  Metro D.U.I. Squad Officers issued 215 traffic violations during safety 

initiatives 

¶ Sheriffôs detectives arrest a Memphis man for robbing an Indiana bank 

 

 

 

June  

 

¶ The Shelby County Jailôs MRT program was recognized as a national model 
for inmate rehabilitation  

¶ A double shooting near Millington left a woman dead and a man critically 

injured  

¶ The Metro D.U.I. Squad issued more than 400 traffic violations during an 

enforcement initiative 

¶ Twenty-two people graduated from the Sheriffôs Office Citizensô Academy 

¶ Sheriffôs  Deputies and Emergency Services volunteers assisted the 
community when a tornado hit the Shelby County area 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 10 

Significant Events at the Sheriffôs Office  

          January-December 2009 
 

July 

 

¶ Deputies searched for a man who raped a woman in her Cordova apartment 

¶ Deputies watched for people ñtextingò while driving after a new state law 

took effect 

¶ The Sheriffôs Office took part in the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conferenceôs national ñTeen Summitò 

¶ Eleven teenagers graduated from the Sheriffôs Office Explorers Academy 

¶ The Sheriffôs Office assisted in the shut down of a Millington area bar 

determined to be a ñpublic nuisanceò by the Shelby County District 

Attorneyôs Office 

¶ The Sheriffôs Office and Memphis Area Legal Services teamed up to educate 
people about foreclosures and evictions  

 

 

 

 

August 

 

¶ Sheriff Luttrell, his command staff and Deputies from several Sheriffôs 

Office bureaus visited more than 20 neighborhood meetings that held 

ñNational Night Outò activities 

¶ Shelby County Jailers and students who visited Memphis from the 

University of Florida took part in lots of activities to benefit students at 

Klondike Elementary School, the Sheriffôs Office ñAdopt-A-Schoolò 

¶ The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation released a composite of the serial 

rapist who raped a Cordova woman and two others in Martin, Tennessee 

¶ The Metro D.U.I. Squad issued more than 200 violations during traffic safety 

initiatives 
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Significant Events at the Sheriffôs Office  

          January-December 2009 
 

 

September 

 

¶ Thirty -five full -time Deputies graduated from the Sheriffôs Office Training 

Academy 

¶ A woman was killed and her son critically injured when a car collided with 

an empty school bus on Hacks Cross Road at Shelby Drive 

¶ The Memphis Kiwanis Club honors Sergeant Travis Taylor as ñDeputy of 
the Yearò 

¶ A mother and her 8-month-old unborn son were murdered at her Arlington 

home by her ex-boyfriend 

¶ A man was killed when his car veered off the road and crashed into a tree on 

Holmes Road 

¶ Sheriffôs Detectives assist in the indictment of 30 people on various felony 
charges 

 

 

October  

 

¶ Sheriffôs detectives arrested a physician for sexually molesting a nurse who 

works with him at a local hospital 

¶ Sheriffôs Narcotics Deputies, assisted by Tipton County Deputies, arrested a 
man for storing stolen property and methamphetamine at his house near 

Millington  

¶ Official s from the county jail in Lubbock, Texas visited the Shelby County 

Jail to adopt ñbest practiceò policies and operating procedures 

¶ Sheriffôs Deputies raid the Memphis Animal Shelter after complaints were 
received about possible animal abuse 

¶ A pit bull dog attacked and seriously injured a woman and her dog as they 

walked in their Cordova neighborhood 
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Significant Events at the Sheriffôs Office  

          January-December 2009 
 

 

 

 

November  

 

¶ The Sheriffôs Office raised $6,000 for the students of Klondike Elementary 

School from the departmentôs annual charity golf tournament 

¶ Reserve Deputies began their annual ñOperation Jingle Bellsò parking lot 
security initiative at area shopping centers 

¶ For the first time in more than two decades, federal oversight was lifted at 

the Shelby County Jail 

¶ A man was murdered in Northaven after he agreed to meet a prostitute for 

sex 

¶ Three people were arrested for attacking and robbing a man at his Cordova 

home 

¶ Sheriff Luttrell announced new crime prevention and intervention initiatives 

to help combat juvenile crime 

 

 

December 

 

¶ Klondike Elementary School honors the Sheriffôs Office with a ñThank Youò 
party for its assistance to students during 2009 

¶ A woman shot a man who tried to rob her husband at their south-east Shelby 

County home 

¶ Thirteen people graduated from the Sheriffôs Citizensô Academy 

¶ Detectives arrested a women who stole a personôs identity and then went on a 
shopping spree for home computers 

¶ Almost 100 Sheriffôs Office employees took part in an ñemergency 
evacuationò exercise at the menôs facility at the Shelby County Jail 

¶ An early morning traffic crash killed one teenager and injured another while 

the two were on their way to school 

¶ Sheriffôs Office Special Services Volunteers delivered 130 food baskets 
provided by the Neighborhood Christian Center to home-bound citizens  
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